
 

 

For immediate release 

Feb. 9, 2015 

Author of “Crazy” to speak at Foundation series on just treatment of 
mentally ill 

Earley’s bestseller tells story of mentally ill son, how mentally ill are treated in prison 

Pete Earley will be the second speaker in a Baton Rouge Area Foundation series on just treatment of 

mentally ill people in East Baton Rouge Parish. The community is invited to hear Earley talk about his 

book and his important work. 

Thursday, Feb. 26, 2015 

5:30-7 p.m.  

Louisiana Art and Science Museum 

100 S. River Road, Downtown Baton Rouge 

RSVP at http://www.braf.org/PeteEarley 

In Baton Rouge, mentally ill people in crisis end up in jail because there are no alternatives, particularly 

since Earl K. Long Medical Center was closed by the state of Louisiana.  As a compassionate alternative—

and a savings to taxpayers— the Foundation has joined with local security officials to try and create a 

better way. Together with the police and sheriff’s office, the District Attorney and judges, the 

Foundation has begun designing a place where police can divert mentally ill people for treatment 

instead of putting them behind bars. 

Better than anyone, Pete Earley knows how badly such places are needed. His national best seller tells 

two intertwined stories. One is about his own mentally ill son. The other is about jails that “have 

become our new mental asylums.”   

Earley’s book, Crazy: A Father's Search Through America's Mental Health Madness, exposes a national 

system that criminalizes mental illness and punishes individuals while offering very little treatment and 

help. As an example, the Los Angeles County jail houses about 3,000 mentally ill inmates. Earley became 

interested in the treatment of mentally ill people after his own son was diagnosed in high school. That 

began his journey to understand America’s mental health system. Stymied and frustrated at every turn 

and unable to find any legal avenue to make decisions as a parent of a grown son who needed 

treatment, Earley fought back with the best weapon he had: his award-winning skills as an investigative 

reporter, for the first time putting them to work as a parent trying to help his son. 

 


