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Three Baton Rouge Nonprofit Leaders win Barton Awards 

Each receives $10,000 for being among the best in their field 
 

Three nonprofit leaders have won the John W. Barton Sr. Excellence in Nonprofit Management 

Award, which is given each year by The Baton Rouge Area Foundation. The award is named for 

the late Mr. Barton, who led a group that created the Foundation in 1964.  

 

The Foundation honored Barton winners at its annual meeting of members at the Manship 

Theatre on Wednesday evening. Each winner received $10,000.  

 

Donors with charitable funds at the Foundation nominate nonprofit executives for the 

recognition; former Foundation chairs choose up to three winners each year. The award is in its 

14th year.   

 

The winners for 2015 are:  

 

 Judy K. Bethly, executive director of Volunteers in Public Schools. Over 12 years, Bethly 

has doubled the amount raised for tutoring programs operated by the nonprofit.  

 

 Amanda Brunson, executive director of Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana. When Bruson 

took over six years ago, PCAL was deeply indebted and in peril of being shuttered. She 

has erased the debt and raised money to expand programming, ultimately helping to 

reduce child abuse across the state.  

 

 Bob Jacobs, CEO of the YMCA of the Capital Area. Over 18 years, Jacobs has expanded 

the number of Y locations, grown the budget fourfold to nearly $15 million, and 

increased scholarships by 10 times to $650,000 per year.  

 

At its annual meeting, the Foundation reported its finances and its members elected directors. 

  

Joining the board for her first term is Donna D. Fraiche, an attorney and shareholder of Baker, 

Donelson. Elected to second terms were William E. Balhoff, managing director of Postlethwaite 

& Netterville; Annette D. Barton, community activist; S. Dennis Blunt, partner at Phelps 

Dunbar; and Robert Ryland Percy, senior managing partner of Percy, Lanoux & Mumphrey. 



The Foundation’s total assets rose to an unaudited $550 million in 2014 from an audited $507 

million in 2013. Total donations more than doubled to $50 million in 2014 from $22 million in 

2013, while grants to nonprofits were $30 million in 2014, about the same as a year earlier. 

Contributions from members, who support the Foundation’s civic leadership initiatives, rose to 

$686,000 in 2014 from $559,000 in 2013.  

 

 

About the Foundation: The Baton Rouge Area Foundation is among more than 700 U.S. 

community foundations. The Foundation does two things. One, we connect our charitable donors 

to nonprofits and causes. Over 51 years, fund donors and the Foundation have granted more than 

$350 million to nonprofits. Two, the Foundation takes on civic leadership initiatives to solve 

fundamental problems. These include reclaiming the inner city, reforming schools, improving 

health care delivery across Louisiana, and creating The Water Institute of the Gulf to respond to 

rising seas and subsiding deltas. Our current projects include a master plan for City Park and 

University Lake, bettering treatment of the mentally ill. The Foundation’s projects are partly 

underwritten by members. More information is at BRAF.org. 

  


